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Text Terry Verbiest

VILLA KALI  
AN ORIENTAL HOUSE BY THE SEA
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A layered house with views on the Mediterranean Sea. It features 
the traditional ingredients of a typical oriental house; a great 

number of bedrooms, a large open courtyard with a fountain and 
unlimited views on the Mediterranean from every room in the 
house. That is the setting of Villa Kali, located in the village of 

Monsef in Lebanon.
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Villa Kali is actually the Western 
name of this house. In 
Lebanon it is called El Khalil 
Beach House. A lot of space, 
as well as a lot of shade – 

particularly interesting in the summer, so 
the residents don’t need to lock up inside in 
order to protect themselves against the 
Lebanese heat. The walls are covered in large 
marble tiles. Very special. Lots of water 
features and ponds around the villa, slowly 
evolving down to the garden on the sea side. 
Blankpage Architects have been inspired by 
the rock formations on the beach. Both very 
graphic and dramatic. As so often seen in 
this type of houses, there is a dichotomy 
between what the residents consider public 
and private areas. The public areas are 
intended for friends and visitors. These are 
invariably found on the ground floor. 
Upstairs is reserved for the private rooms for 
the family. The house counts no less than 
twelve bedrooms, taking two hole floors, as 
the families love to be surrounded by all 
their loved ones. Spectacular, that is the least 
you can say of this villa. 

Both parts of the house are connected by a 
bridge. In this type of house it is usually the 
intention – especially in this climate – that 
inside and outside are easily interchangeable. 
The areas blend perfectly, merely separated 
by some sliding doors. The ground floor 
completely blends from one space to another, 
inside as well as outside, counting several 
reception rooms, a gym and outdoor 
terraces.  Even the roof has its own function: 
it houses a splendid patio with views over the 
beach and the sea.

BLANK CANVAS
Actually, more companies should carry the 
name Blankpage. Or blank canvas, if you 
like. A white sheet to start with. No prejudice, 
no delusions that get in the way. A clear 
head. To start over and over again without 
inhibition. Architects with a philosophical 
soul. That is why modern architecture is 
always innovative. High buildings, opera 
houses that look like  origami figures, 
museums like space vessels, courthouses like 
butterfly palaces, harbour houses in the 
shape of a ship. Although you could state 
that modern architecture has left behind 
exactly what made these buildings beautiful 
in the past. A pitfall to which only the best 
architects of their generation have been able 
to escape. Their goal: to preserve only what is 
beautiful and to lose the boring part. Perhaps 
somewhat in the tradition of Louis Kahn, an 
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architect who was known to combine the 
beauty of old, even antique buildings with 
his own work, always taking in account 
innovation and without ever compromising 
the brightness of modernism. 
 
BLANKPAGE
The Blankpage Architects studio is located in 
Lebanon. That might seem odd, but make no 
mistake. Lebanon is a rising star in the 
architectural firmament. It is the place to be 
right now. The place par excellence for young 
talent.

Blankpage was originally led by three 
architects: Patrick Mezher, Karim Nader 
(who left the company last year) and Walid 
Ghantous. Blankpage was founded in 2000. 
That was the year the Israeli army left 
Lebanon after the civil war. That didn’t mean 
peace was immediately restored though. But 
slowly the first signs of ‘normalisation’ 
appeared and daily life found its normal 

rhythm. With Blankpage the architects 
wanted to establish a kind of collective 
embracing city developers and artists. From 
the very beginning, their architecture had to 
meet the highest standards of quality and 
requirements of craftsmanship. No rumbling 
in the margin. They did not want to settle 
with less than the best. Every project would 
be started from scratch. From a white sheet. 
Without prejudice of shape or style.

ONE CREDO
The studio has only one credo. Every project 
must meet the specific characteristics of the 
context from which it originated. Each 
project must be driven by the symbolic and 
historic events that are present at each 
location. The building will thus create its 
own place in a city that slowly revives after 
years of destruction, war and terror. The 
space should be repossessed by the residents. 
Blankpages influence grows throughout the 
Arab world. Lebanon has in fact more often 

played a pioneering role in this aspect. The 
guiding country for that part of the world, as 
it were. Blankpage specialised mainly in the 
construction of public buildings such as 
movie theatre complexes, museums and 
discotheques, but has also created beautiful 
residential homes and commercial centres. 
They established their name by receiving 
some prestigious architecture awards in the 
first few years of their existence.
Their reputation these days is mainly based 
on their residential designs, such as this 
impressive Villa Kali, as well as a dozen other 
Lebanese homes.  
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